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2 }V T. KINGFISHER

second wash of color to indicate that the afternoon was growing
late.

From the station platform, I could see a warehouse and what
looked like a general store. A mill poked up from the surround-
ing countryside, but once the town proper ended, there was

nothing but a sea of thick trees in every direction.
A half dozen small boys came pelting up the station steps and

rushed the passenger car's windows. They were all brandish-
ing furry objects, whlch were . . .yes, those were indeed dead

rabbits. From what I could tell, they were the usual color and

had the usual number of eyes. "Chatham rabbitl" a small boy
shouted into the passenger car, waving a limp body in the air.
'World-famousl Only three centsl"

My fellow passengers on the train from Wilmington had all
been reasonably polite, and the worst of them-a middle-aged
man passionately in love with both President Cleveland and the
sound of his own voice-still didn't deserve having rabbit car-

casses waved at him. I wondered if I should intervene.
One of the boys glanced over at me, sized me up as unlikely

to be prosperous enough for a dead rabbit, and turned back
to the windows. While I'd had students that age, they had all
been girls, and I wasn't entirely certain of my abillty to enforce

discipline on strange boys. I abandoned the passengers to their
long-eared fate and looked around again for my employer's rep-
resentative.

It's been almost ten minutes now. Has something gone wrongl
(he thought better of hiringyou and didn't bother to send a letter)
(he dted and nobody bnows you're coming and you'll haue to

turn around and go bacb)

Stop that,I ordered myself. You're catastrophizingagain. They'ue
just been delayed. Or possibly the doctor liues right by the station

and if you ask, for directions, it's a fiue-minute walk,

This seemed possible. I shlfted my handbag on my shoulder

UC

and approached the sma-

looking man with a po.i
perhaps to the watch.

"Pardon me," I said, (
Halder?"

He blinked at me. App
say, it wasn't that. "Halde

"Dr. Matthias Halder
The stationmaster rubi

If I were painting him, I i
his face, and a few thin 1ir

south of here. About ten
ston."

Ten miles! My heart sar

to walk there? But there '

me either.
(he doesn't expect tott !

came all this way for notil
"What do you want u-i

master's eyes flick over m
I made an unlikely cham
doctor to have a female ci

relatiue? Mail-order bride.
"He's hired me as an a

someone to meet me, but
"Doubt he even thoue:

Old Halder's not one fo:
I sighed. Naturalists :

rray. My father would ha..

forest if he happened to sr

time for a meeting, it rr a:

Well. It was substantiai
ing now, assuming I didn
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4 H T. KINGFISHER

time I got to Dr. Halder's. And I'd be footsore and sweaty and

covered in road dust, which was not the impression I wanted to
make on my new employer.

Still, there was no help for it. I had less than a dollar wrapped
in my handkerchief which were al1my funds in the world, and

even if I was willing to squander money hiring a coach, Siler Sta-

tion did not look like the sort of town that had coaches simply
lined up and waiting.

I hefted my suitcase. It was extremely heavy, although most

of that weight was my sketchbooks and paints. I had only a single

change of clothes and an extra pair of shoes. I would rather have

my arms give out than abandon my sketchbooks, and it seemed

unwise to leave my shoes. Footsore, sweaty, couered in road dust,

and listing to one side because my back, has giuen out from luggrng

my suitcase. Also late. This impression gets better and better.

"Could you give me specific directions?" I asked. "It appears I
have a walk ahead of me."

"Nol" said the stationmaster, almost yelping. "You 6an'1- [
mean- It's a long walk, particularly in the dark. Let me see if I
can find someone going that direction."

"That really isn't necessary."
"Believe me," he said, "it is."

Torn between gratitude and embarrassment, I sat down on

the single bench outside the office while he hurried down the
platform to the men unloading. I smoothed down my skirt. It
was late April, and not as punishingly hot as it might be later in
the year, but I already missed the sea breezes of Wilmington.

A few minutes later, the stationmaster returned and beck-
oned to me. "Phelps will take you," he said. "He's going more or

less that way."
"More or less?" I asked wryly.
"More or less." And then, dropping his voice, "Phelps won't

give you any trouble either."
"Thank you;'I said gravely. My face and figure were not the

uo

sort generally held to irrr
kinder comparisons I'd h

quires only that a \^roman

stationmaster to be conc,

sessed were a hatpin and

to dig through my suitca-s,

The man I was to ride
he had last smiled sometin
rvhat kind of role he rvoul.
have dragged me onto thar
for you. At the time, I u-a

to drag a suitcase ten mile
Possibly there's a moral

deep.

The man nodded to m
\\-agon, introduced himsr
tongue at the horses anci r
next few miles.

The road was rough, a:.

most expense had been -.:
my backside was alread.r

cause otherwise rattling c

agonizing instead of mer.
irhere tobacco was just bt
u-oods I had seen from r:
and hickory dominated th,
and stately chestnut begar:

When the silence haci

break it, I said, "I apprecr"
somewhat out of your \\ a'.'

"It is my Christian du:-.

It is extremely difficuli
l-ho uses the phrase 'C:.

lapsed back into silence
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6 X T. KINGFISHER

the road. The leaves were the hot green of new growth and the
redbuds were blazing pink, even in the fading light.

Hooker's greent I thought, studying the trees. Sap green too.

Flicks of gamboge yellow for the light, and a wash of Prussian blue

through the shadows. But mostly green, in all the shades that I can

mix. Though I'd haue to do something to keep the pink for the red-

buds from mixing in with the rest. The usual way to separate a

color out that sharply is to use frisket on the paper to cover all
the spots you want to keep unpainted, but that requires a great

many extra steps and the watercolor must be absolutely bone-

dry before you try to peel up the frisket. It's much easier to ruin
a painting than to save one with the stuff.

Dr. Halder probably wouldn't have me painting redbuds. He
studied insects. I'd painted insects before, usually in proximity
to the flowers they haunted, but I couldn't say that I had a great

deal of experience with them.
(he'll see your work and turn you off immediately you'll haue to

go back to the school with your tail between your legs it was foolish
to thinb.you could euer do this)

Stop that.
"The woods are beautiful this time of year," I offered, trying

to drown out the voice of my anxiety.
"Do not be fooled," Phelps said, to my surprise.
"Beg pardon?"

He glanced over at me, his law working like a horse with a

blt in its mouth. "The Devil walks these woods, Miss Wilson."
My eyebrows shot up. Well, really, what are you supposed to

say to a thing like thatT I wracked my brain for anything that
might live in the woods that would merit such a description.

There were no longer any pumas in this part of the state, and

indeed, there were those who said they had been wiped out
completely. The Klan had similarly been stamped out a decade

prior, though God knows hatred is more resilient than wildlife.
'Are you . . . ah . . . speaking metaphorically, sir?"

\\ OL

"I am not." Phelps rr-o:.
and pointed past me. Tht
gray r,vash across his cheek,
Devil's Tramping GrounC

I shook my head.
"lt's a bare circle of gro,-

said that the Devil rvalk,. th
r ou believe in the Devil \

This was a difficult ques
get me thrown off the rr a,

farther we had to go to Ha
:iously. "Though most u'ic
men."

''Mmm." Thankfullr' Ph
.,\'agon to make me rvalk.

Emboldened, I added
Devil has a physical bodr l
rhough."

"\{ight have ansn-erec i
:ongue again and slapped ri
:aster. "But then I sau' her
\\-ilson. And that is rt-hr I c

at night, regardless of hor',-
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It was full dark when we arrived at my employer's house. Con-

versation had faltered after Phelps's revelation. It may be difficult
to follow up the phrase "Christian duty," but that's nothing com-
pared to a claim of having seen the Devil in person. And callingit
a hel I desperately wanted to ask what she had looked like, if she

had two legs or four, hooves or hands, and if there had been any

other witnesses, but these all seemed likely to end up with me

walking the rest of the way to Halder's. Small talk was entirely
out of the question.

I didn't know what Phelps had seen, but I definitely didn't be-
lieve it was the Devil. Father had been raised Quaker but had ac-

quired Unitarianism in his boyhood in Boston, which he passed

down to me, mixed with occasional bouts of transcendentalist
philosophy. He'd then compounded the issue by sending me to a
Methodist school. My faith was perhaps best described as "vague

idiosyncratic Christianity," but it definitely did not al1ow for Sa-

tan to be wandering North Carolina in the flesh.

Our pace slowed as it grew darker, as Phelps let the horses pick
their way along the road. Is he not worried that the Deuil will get us

if we go too slouly? Does Satan not bother wagons? Or is she simply

not uery fast? Then again, if she isn't that fast, it probably isn't dan-

gerous to walk inthe woods. Unless the Deuilis an ambush predatol
It occurred to me then that the station master had been un-

expectedly alarmed about the prospect of me walking through
the woods. At the time I'd put it up to chivalry., but what if it
had been something else?

\\ OI

Perhaps he and Phelps g,

I could hear frogs call'
call of chorus frogs and t:,
least, were not concernej :
repeated his name off in th
rrhippoorwills were polite
irho was calling.

If my father had still bee

me for finding work as a sci

still aliue, I wouldn't haue r,

tlace, so there's no point in ;
Eventually the wagon r:'
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